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Cheonan

heonan sank 26 March 2010 in the West Sea, claiming 46 lives while
e US/ROK military exercises were taking place in the vicinity



and its context
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erstand it within its context
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ROK corvettes on patrol




Anti-submarine warfare
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Amphibious invasion
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K military

ilian-Military Joint Investigation

pelled for dissent

illed as “international’ /'multinational
stralia, UK, Sweden

and Russia not invited

PRK requests refused



SIoKing gun’ at last moment

The Chosunilbo

Serial Number of Torpedo Traced to N.Korea

1

Investigators have found at the 11th hour found a desperately needed smoking gun
linking North Korea to the sinking of the Navy corvette Cheonan, a government
official claimed Tuesday. Investigators apparently discovered a propeller from the

torpedo that likely sank the ship in relatively good condition in waters where it sank
and the serial number handwritten on it is North Korean.

"Serial Number of Torpedo Traced to N.Korea." Chosun Ilbo, 19 May 2010.
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/05/19/2010051900740.html



Interim report

Investigation Result on the Sinking
of ROKS "Cheonan"

THU. 20 MAY, 2010

The Joint Civilian—-Military
Investigation Group

Ministry of National Defense. "Investigation result on the sinking of ROKS "Cheonan"." Korea.net, 20 May 2010.
<http://www.korea.net/news.do?mode=detail&guid=46843>



Verdict

() Based on all such relevant fact and clssifed analyss, we have reached the
cear conclusion that ROKS ‘Cheonan was stk as

nderws

DOLIES OV

or explosion caused by & forpedo made 1

e restl of an external

North Horea, The evidence

rvtelmmgly to the conclusion that the torpedo was fired by a North

Korean submartme. There 15 1o offier plausiole explanation.




gnal report - September

Joint Investigation Report

e

On the Attack
Against ROK Ship
Cheonan

Joint Investigation Report: On the Attack Against ROK Ship Cheonan. Seoul: Ministry of National Defense, 2010.
<http://www.nautilus.org/publications/essays/napsnet/sr/Cheonan.pdf>



JUSssian investigation

) original investigation

eview the evidence compiled by
§ ]_ C

ation of Russian and Chine into the team of foreign investigators should have been

e from the outset. It was strange to investigation team composed only of ROK’s allies (US,
ralia, Canada, UK and neutral Swede: s can only be explained by the sensitivity of joint
-US military and naval exercises which were going on in the area where Cheonan sank.

o months after the incident, inviting Russian experts does not make much sense because they

et access only to the second-hand evidence and convenient answers rather than the crime scene.
that they will be allowed to inspect the incident site and examine the seabed as thoroughly as
1s done by their predecessors

Leonid. "Interview." Radio Free Asia, 28 May 2010.

ssia has big debt with ROK
o Lee N'Iyung-bak thought it a safe way to add credibility



- A group of Russian Navy experts visited
i} the Republic of Korea from May 30 to
June 7, 2010, reviewed the ROK
sponsored Joint Investigation Group
(JIG) report and collected material

necessary for analysis and experiments



RUSSIans cagey

treports in South Korean press that
Ru551an investigation ‘inconclusive’

The Chosunilbo

\ Russian Investigators' Report on Cheonan Sinking
'Inconclusive’

Russian investigators submitted their final report on the sinking of the South
Korean Navy corvette Cheonan fo the Nafional Security Council, an agency under
presidential supervision, the RIA Novosti news agency reported Saturday. The
news agency did not say what their conclusion was.

"Russian Investigators' Report on Cheonan Sinking 'Inconclusive’ ". Chosun Ilbo, 7 September 2010.
<http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/09/07/2010090700567.htmI>






onald Gregg

erative, Bush Sr ambassador to
f the Korea Society:

ot been made public, he

http:/ /www.nytimes.com/2010/09/01/opinion/0liht-edgregg.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print






THE HANKYOREH
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sinking Cheonan ship was caused by a mine in
‘water

Russia’s Cheonan investigation findings contrast with S.Korea's report
iS.Korea's jointcivilian-military investigation team concluded the
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the accident occurred when "the vessel's propeller happened to get
caught in a net as it was sailing through shallow waters near the
coast, and as the vessel was trying to extricate itself to deep waters,
its lower part struck a [mine| antenna and set off the triggering
device."

“Russia’s Cheonan investigation suspects that the sinking Cheonan ship was caused by a mine in water." Hankyoreh, 28 July 2010.
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_northkorea/432232.html



Se m smkmg an accident

her than NK attack

are interpreting this as referring to the large-scale

ent of depth charges by the South Korean

ent in the 1970s to prevent a North Korean landing
engnyeong Island.

)ossibility raised by the Russian investigation team
was that the explosion occurred from of the South Korean
military’s own torpedoes.

"Complex combination of factors” responsible for Cheonan sinking, Russian investigation concludes
". Hankyoreh, 28 July 2010.

http:/ /www.hani.co.kr/arti/ISSUE/75/432233.html



And the smoking gun?

dart that ROK presented seems to be
pedo with a radius of 533mm.

ot conclude that this particular
to and impacted on the

b oly a mine, possibly a SK torpedo, but not
K torpedo
1ly piece of evidence incriminating DPRK

discounted by Russian torpedo experts on
technical grounds

= But they went further


http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/ENGISSUE/75/432230.html

_orrosion

onfirmed what South Korean

for more than 6 months.’

Expert Team’s analysis on the Cheonan incident." Hankyoreh, 29 July 2010.

K claimed that it had been responsible
for sinking on 26 March (ie 2 months)



Ions of corrosion

in that torpedo remnant was
0 incriminate DPRK

wusible explanation
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llary Clinton know?
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n report did go to US government
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o be continued....

~ Pluto Press, London
August 2011

http:/ /www.plutobooks.com/ dis
play.asp?K=9780745331621&




