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Expansion, development, continuity

* Expansion
* Look at the other side of Eurasia
* Europe >> East Asia

* Development

e Eurasia >> Multipolarity
e Implication for NZ and the world

* Continuity
* US hegemony



Hegemony

e US hegemony/imperialism/primacy/leadership
* The beast has many names

* Power of one state over others

* Expansion/maintenance of hegemony is principal driver of US foreign
policy
* Dimensions of power
* Degree

e Varies geographically and over time

* Mode
* Direct (British empire) >>indirect

e Kinds
e Hard (military)>>> Soft



US power is not absolute — constant struggle

Table 5.1. Summary of Analysis: Likelihood of Partner Contributions to Scenarios

Conflict over Taiwan Korean War Scarborough Clash Stability Operation in Korea
Australia Limited support Operations support Limited support Operations support
India Decline support Decline support Decline support
Indonesia Decline support Decline support Decline support Decline support
Japan Limited support Limited support
Malaysia Decline support Decline support Decline support Decline support
Mew Zealand Decline support Decline support Decline support Operations support
Philippines Decline support Decline support Support assumed Decline support
Singapore Limited support Limited support Operations support

South Korea Decline support Support assumed Decline support Operations support
Taiwan Decline support Decline support Limited support

Thailand Decline support Decline support Decline support Limited support

Vietnam Decline support Decline support Decline support Decline support

NOTE: Red means that the country will likely decline to provide air assets to the scenario; green means it is likely to
support U.S. operations with the full range of its capabilities; and yellow means that there is some chance the country
would contribute and/or that it might offer limited assets. In cases in which the specific scenario chosen refers to the
country itself (for example, Taiwan contributing to a Taiwan scenario), the assumption is that all countries will fight to
defend themselves.

Mazarr, Michael j., and et al. "U.S. Major Combat Operations in the Indo-Pacific: Partner and Ally Views." RAND, 2023.https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RRA900/RRA967-2/RA



Eurasia and hegemony

* Eurasia is the principal objective and challenge

* Objective
* Resources —energy, land, labour
* Markets

* Challenge

* Most of the countries challenging or resisting US hegemony are in Eurasia
e China, Russia, Iran.....



What is Eurasia®

* Two maps

 Here concentrate on northern part
 Lisbon to Vladivostok
* Bringing in the islands
e Shannon to Osaka
* Include China
* Three main components
* Europe

* Russia (straddles Europe and Asia)
* China
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Importance of Eurasia to US

* Horse’s mouth

* ... how America 'manages' Eurasia is critical. A power that dominates
'Eurasia’ would control two of the world’s three most advanced and
economically productive regions. A mere glance at the map also suggests
that control over 'Eurasia’ would almost automatically entail Africa's
subordination, rendering the Western Hemisphere and Oceania
geopolitically peripheral to the world’s central continent. About 75 per cent
of the world's people live in 'Eurasia’, and most of the world's physical
wealth is there as well, both in its enterprises and underneath its soill.
'Eurasia’ accounts for about three-fourths of the world's known energy
resource

* Brzezinski, Zbigniew. The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy And Its Geostrategic Imperatives. Basic
Books, 1997.



Role in US strategic thinking

* Inherited from the British
* Historical and cultural links but crucially both seapowers

 Halford Mackinder




Halford Mackinder

 Father of geopolitics/geostrategy

e 1904 - The Geographical Pivot of History

* Pivot theory
* World Island — Eurasia (and Africa)
e Offshore islands — Britain, Japan
e QOutlying islands —the Americas, Oceania

* 1919 -Democratic Ideals and Reality

* Pivot > Heartland

* Who rules East Europe commands the Heartland;
who rules the Heartland commands the World-Island;
who rules the World-Island commands the world.
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Landpower versus Seapower

* Age of Columbus over

* Landpower in ascendancy
* Role of subsequent air and electronic modes evolving

* Pivot area
* Mongols >Russia

* Asia created Europe

» 'European civilization is, in a very real sense, the outcome of the secular struggle against Asiatic
invasion.

* Mobility
* Mongol horses > Russian railways



Railways

 But trans-continental railways are now transmuting the conditions of land-power, and nowhere can
they have such effect as in the closed heart-land of Euro- Asia,

 Trans- Siberian railway is still a single and precarious line of communication, but the century will not
be old before all Asia is covered with railways. The spaces within the Russian Empire and Mongolia
are so vast, and their potentialities in population, wheat, cotton, fuel, and metals so incalculably
great, that it is inevitable that a vast economic world, more or less apart, will there develop
inaccessible to oceanic commerce.

* |s not the pivot region of the world's politics that vast area of Euro-Asia which is inaccessible to
ships, but in antiquity lay open to the horse-riding nomads, and is to-day about to be covered with
a network of railways? There have been and are here the conditions of a mobility of military and
economic power of a far-reaching and yet limited character. Russia replaces the Mongol Empire

» Mackinder’s prescience >>China’s Belt and Road
» Challenge to (US) seaborne commerce and military power



American counteroffensive to B&R

Germany's “China City” doesn’t want you to
call it that anymore

The shift in Duisburg mirrors a broader rethink in Europe on relations with Beijing

By Loveday Morris, Kate Brady and Emily Rauhala
Updated May 23, 2023 5t 7:09 p.m. EDT | Published May 22, 2023 =t 11:3

— S

Morris, Loveday, and et al. "Germany’s ‘China City’ doesn’t want you to call it that anymore." Washington Post, 22 May
2023.https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/22/germany-china-city-duisburg/



Duisburg

e European terminus of trans-Eurasia railways from China to Germany

e Offers faster and cheaper transit of goods between Europe and China
(Japan, Korea?)

 Not vulnerable to sea interdiction
» Straits of Malacca, South China Sea

e But vulnerable to political pressure?
* Mackinder’s Geostrategic concerns>



Access to sea

* Mackinder’s main concern was the addition of country with access to
the sea

» Were the Chinese, for instance, organized by the Japanese, to overthrow the Russian Empire and conquer its territory,
they might constitute the yellow peril to the world's freedom just because they would add an oceanic frontage to the
resources of the great continent, an advantage as yet denied to the Russian tenant of the pivot region.

* Mackinder’s main concern was Germany

* the use of vast continental resources for fleet-building, and the empire of the world would then be in sight. This might
happen if Germany were to ally herself with Russia.

* Mackinder’s legacy



Mackinder’s legacy

« Zbigniew Brzezinski
» Three strands of thought
« Two policies
» Twin objectives



/bigniew Brzezinski

* Born Polish Catholic aristocrat
* Family comes from western Ukraine (then Polish)

* Brought up in Canada, moved to US

* Academic >> official
* Major strategist of US imperialism

* Very Anti-Communist and Anti-Russia

* Three strands of thought
* Class — aristocrat
e Ethnicity - Polish
e Religion — Catholic
e Great Schism of 1054 between Catholic and Orthodox
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Brzezinski's two major policies |

 1: Use of religion against Soviet Union
* Inflaming and supporting Islamic jihadism in Afghanistan

* Results
* Destabilisation of Afghanistan
* Soviet intervention and withdrawal
Victory of Taliban
9/11
US invasion of Afghanistan, then Iraq

Devastation of Middle East
e Refugees to Turkey>>Europe



Brzezinski’s two major policies ||

e 2: Use of nationalism against Russian Federation

* NATO expansion
* Reneged on promises to Gorbachev
* Made crisis and war inevitable

* Multiple warnings
* George Kennan
e William Burns
* John Mearsheimer
* Jack Matlock
* And others

Ethnonationalism within Ukraine (neo-Nazis)>separatism in Donbass



Twin objectives

* 1: Destroy Russia as a challenge to US hegemony

e 2: Detach Europe from Eurasia

 Politically — make hostile to Eurasian powers
e Russia, China, Iran..

* Economically — detach and reorientate towards Atlantic/US

e Eg force change from Russian gas to US LNG at 4-5 times the price
 Hamper Europe’s trade and investment relationship with China

* Result

* Trend towards deindustrialisation and economic decline
 Germany and Eurozone just entered recession



Complications and contradictions

* Forces Russia and China together
* War on two fronts is the big nightmare

* Economic enfeeblement of Europe
* Lessens competition to US corporations
e Lessens value of force multiplier against Russia and China

* Brzezinski is dead
* Memory lingers on in Ukraine war
* Emphasis now on China, but ‘Europeans’ still control US foreign policy
e East Asia as mirror of Europe



US policy in the Eurasian mirror

 Commonality, Differences, Convergence



Commonality

e US strategy may often be incoherent, subject to multiple pressures,
but it flows from the same source, towards same objectives

* Expansion/maintenance of hegemony

e Control and utilisation of foreign
* Governments
* Economies (physical and financial via dollar supremacy)
* Land
* Resources
* Labour
e Military
* Bases
e etc



Differences |

* Expansion from PlymOUth Rock Outcome of the Spanish-American War, 1898
 North and South

* Soft imperialism Py P ' - . ofa

* Monroe Doctrine | ' . e

e Fast
e Influence

 Wartime intervention
e Bases/NATO

B United States B Ceded from Spain to the US
[ ]
We St B Spanish Empire 1 Ceded from Spain to partial US control

* Physical conquest Vox

Fisher, Max. "How America became the most powerful country on Earth, in 11 maps." Vox, 20 May
2015.https://www.vox.com/2015/5/20/8615345/america-global-power-maps



Differences ||

* US foreign policy dominated by ‘Europeans’
* Biden — Irish card

Kissinger — Germany

Brzezinski — Poland (Ukraine)

Blinken — Jewish/Ukraine

Nuland — Jewish/Moldova and Belarus

Albright — Jewish/ Czechia

* Pompeo — ltaly

* Kerry- Jewish/Austro-Hungarian

* No ‘Asians’ at strategic level



Differences ||

* Europe has NATO
* Formal military alliance under US leadership
* 31 members + ‘candidates’
* Complemented by EU

* Nominally solely European
* In fact civilian arm of NATO

* Asia — bilateral alliances

* Groups
* SEATO (d 1977)
* Quad
e AUKUS
 Trilateral Alliance (US,JP, SK)



Differences>>Convergence

* Unlikely that US will create ‘Asian NATO’
* NATO too democratic (Turkey vetoing Sweden over Kurds)

 Global NATO?

* All NATO’s wars ‘outside area’
* Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Libya
e Ukraine proxy war an exception

* NATO building ‘partnerships’ in Indo-Pacific
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The Convergence Pincer

* No formal ‘Asian NATO’ or ‘Global NATO”
* Network of alliances to contain Eurasia converging and intermingling
* The late 1940s pincer is being transformed

 What was separate is now being melded into one
 NATO in Europe, bilateral alliances in Asia melding

e Theatre combination

* Royal Navy, Luftwaffe to Asia
* South Korean munitions to Europe
* No troops yet —racism?

 Politically — NATO partnerships



Convergence |

e Sanctions

* Against Russia, against China
* Eg Li Shangfu over Chinese cooperation with Russia
* With ‘allies” bearing most risks and burdens

* European deindustrialisation being replicated in Asia
* Not energy but semiconductors and supply chains

* Relocation
e Europe (esp German) to US (and China!)
» SK, Taiwan to US

* Trade deficit, economic decline, threats of bombing
* Examples >>
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[Guest essay] Korea’s deepening deficit shows why trade policy
mustn’t come second to security

—
Posted on : Apr.6,2023 18:06 KST Modified on - Apr.6, 2023 18:06 KST f ' E + -

The launch of IPEF and the trilateral security cooperation system with the US and

Japan pose grave risks of worsening our trade environment . .
By Cho Byeong-jung, former adjunct professor at Kwangwoon

University

With a positive trade balance of around U5%29.5 billion in 2021, South
Korea was ranked as the world’s eighth-largest trade power and officially
recognized by the UN Conference on Trade and Development as a
developed economy.

v

But after recording a trade deficit of US$47 .2 billion last year, it is threatened once again in
2023 with a severe deficit estimated at US$45 billion.

The factors behind this deficit include skyrocketing energy prices and supply instabilities
resulting from the war between Russia and Ukraine. But an even more decisive factor has
been the subordination of supply chains to security concerns since the May 2022 launch of
the Us-led Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF).

Cranes move freight containers in a port in Busan in this undated photo. (Yonhap)

Byeong-jung, Cho. "Korea’s deepening deficit shows why trade policy mustn’t come second to security." Hankyoreh, 6 April
2023.https://enaglish.hani.co.kr/arti/english edition/english editorials/1086842.html



SEMICONDUCTORS

CHIPS Act leaves chipmakers
facing choice between U.S. and
China

Bill's funding comes with overseas investment restrictions attached

NIKKEIAsia

Empower your
team with a
Group subscription

Get a free trial

President Joe Biden is set to sign the $280 billion CHIPS and Science Act into law, providing financial
support for chip companies that invest in the U.S. semiconductor industry. ® AP

CHENG TING-FANG, LAULY LI and YIFAN YU, Nikkei staff writers
August 2, 2022 15:07 JST

TAIPEI/PALO ALTO, U.S. -- Chipmakers are cheering
Washington's long-awaited passage of a bill to provide funding for

World v Trending v Business v Markets v Tech v Politics v Economy v Features v Opinion v Life & Arts v Podcast

https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Tech/Semiconductors/CHIPS-Act-leaves-chipmakers-facing-choice-
between-U.S.-and-China
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Former US natsec advisor: destroy Taiwan
semiconductor factories if China invades

@ ALEXANDER RUBINSTEIN - MARCH 13, 2023

A growing body of evidence suggests that the US would blow up
the global economy to prevent China from laying claim to Taiwan’s
semiconductor factories.

Rubinstein, Alexander. "Former US natsec advisor: destroy Taiwan semiconductor factories if China invades." The
Grayzone, 13 March 2023.https://thegrayzone.com/2023/03/13/us-natsec-advisor-taiwan-semiconductor-china/



Convergence Il

Japan on the path to becoming a Military Great(er) Power

By Gavan McCormack

* Remilitarisation
* Germany —Japan

Apr 24, 2023

Promising to double its “defence” expenditure over the coming five-year period and placing huge orders for

I . . US military equipment to help it to do so, the sometime “peace state” of Japan is moving into high gear on
* Enhanced militarisation

militarisation.

* Europe — West Pacific
e SK, Taiwan, Australia, NZ

Manch, Thomas. "New Zealand signs military agreement with Japan."
Stuff, 4 June

2023.https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/132231355/new-
zealand-signs-military-agreement-with-japan

McCormack, Gavan. "Japan on the Path to Becoming a Military
Great(er) Power." Pearls and Irritations, 24 April
2023.https://johnmenadue.com/japan-on-the-path-to-becoming-a-

military—greater—power/
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Furasia and its flanks

* Despite differences, overarching commonality
* Europe and Asia peripheries of Eurasia

 Utilisation and sacrificing vassals

e Economic warfare

* Debilitating Europe, SK, Japan...
* Kinetic war

* Europe

* Ukraine proxy war, NATO involvement —training, weapons, ISR (intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance)

* Direct fighting possible
* Asia
* Taiwan as bait
* Taiwan, SK, Japan ...Australia, (NZ?)
* Direct US fighting inevitable



Eurasia as target

|
P | | y .
news | analysis | podcasts | the magazine | newsletters | fp live | events | tp analytics MY ACCO
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The Battle for Eurasia

China, Russia, and their autocratic friends are leading another epic clash over the world’s largest
landmass.

JUNE 4, 2023, 7:00 AM

By Hal Brands, a professor of global affairs at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.

Brands, Hal. "The Battle for Eurasia." Foreign Policy, 4 June 2023.https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/06/04/russia-china-
us-geopolitics-eurasia-strategy/



Tipping point in Europe

e US facing failure in battle against Russia
* Increasing calls for negotiation to allow extrication

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

E MENU Current Issue Archive Books & Reviews Podcast Mewsletters

An Unwinnable War

\Wﬂshington Needs an Endgmnﬁ in Ukraine

By Samuel Charap June 5, 2023

Charap, Samuel. "An Unwinnable War: Washington Needs an Endgame in Ukraine." Foreign Affairs, 5 June
2023.https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/unwinnable-war-washington-endgame



Doubts about war with China

\RCH v EXPERTS v ABOUT v

JUNE 15, 2022

Image credit: Meet the Press/NBC

Dangerous Straits: Wargaming a

Future Conflict over Taiwan FOREIGN AFFAIRS

— MENU Current Issue Archive Books & Reviews Podcast MNewsletters

Jones, Seth G. "America’s Looming Munitions Crisis." Foreign Affairs, 31 March A . ) L - M *_ o C . .
2023.https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/americas-looming-munitions-crisis mericas Oomlng unltlons risi1s
Pettyjohn, Stacie, Becca Wasser, and Chris Dougherty. "Dangerous Straits: Wargaming ) ..

a Future Conflict over Taiwan." Center for New American Security (CNAS), 15 June How to Fill the Missile GﬂP

2022.https:/./www.cnqs.org/publlcatlons/reports/dangerous-stralts-Wargamlng-a- By Seth G. Jones  March 31, 2023
future-conflict-over-taiwans



Furasia undefeated>>Multipolarity

e Russia and China are twin giants of Eurasia
* Iran, Saudi Arabia, India, Turkiye, North Korea...

 Global South

* Brazil, Venezuela, Cuba, Indonesia, South Africa....
* Many battlefields

* Countries
* Many have refused US pressure to condemn Russia — the ‘Swing States’

* Finance and currencies - dedollarisation

* |nstitutions

* United Nations versus RBIO
* SCO
* BRICs..



A BRICS Currency Could Shake the
Dollar’s Dominance

De-dollarization’s moment might finally be here.

By Joseph W. Sullivan, a senlor advisor at the Lindsey Group and a former speclal advisor and staff economist at the White House Councll of Economic
Advisers during the Trump administration

Sullivan, Joseph W. "A BRICS Currency Could Shake the Dollar’s Dominance." Foreign Policy, 24 April
2023.https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/04/24/brics-currency-end-dollar-dominance-united-states-russia-china/



The global challenge of American decline

* What should we do?

* Bolstering US resistance risks economic devastation, war — conventional >
nuclear

* Joining AUKUS, military deals with Japan, weapons to Ukraine...

* Ease the United States into accepting the loss of unipolar hegemony
and the arrival of multipolarity

* Multipolarity no panacea; turbulent times ahead

* Whatever the problems with multipolarity it is the best framework for
the future

* If we are all dead in the short term, the long term doesn’t matter
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