Military confrontation policy of south Korea

Statement by Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People

Dear friends,

Warm greetings from the Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People!

We are sending you the letter as regards that the Lee Myung Bak group of south Korea is driving the inter-Korean relations into the worst phase for one year of its stay in power while making the military confrontation policy against DPRK and running amuck to the military exercise to invade the north.

Lee Myung Bak, from the first day of his staying in power, oftenly held the several kinds of meetings for the mock battle such as “State Affairs Meeting” and “Ministers’ Meeting related with the Urgent Security” and advocated about the “Dispute possibility with the north” and “Radical measure”. In September last year, Lee appeared at one of the war exercise field and encouraged the south Korean army to the confrontation and war against the north by saying that “We must certainly defeat the north”. 

· The conservative group of south Korea proclaimed the north as the “most main enemy” and is talking openly about the “pre-emptive attack”.

Last year in March, the ministry of “National Defence” of south Korea , in its “Report on Operations”, presented the “Theory of 8 National Defense Policy” with the main substances of “Steady Restraint and Provision Posture” and the “Posture maintenance for the immediate termination of the military operations at the field” and made the military confrontation with the north as its main policy, while saying the “threat from the north” as an object of criticism in its report.

In this circumstance, the chairperson of the “Headquarters of Joint Chiefs of Staff” of south Korea asserted about the “pre-emptive attack” to the north and the “preparation of the ability for the war time operation”.

Ri Sang Hui, the minister of “National Defense” of south Korea, infused with the north-south confrontation at the national assembly in September of last year by pointing out the north as their “most main enemy”.

He also encouraged the military authorities to the north-south confrontation at the “Joint Military Forum” of south Korean army in January 8. 2009 by agitating that the south Korean army must initiatively join to the change and reform. 

In accordance with the war operation plan to invade the north, the ministry of “National Defense” of south Korea is pushing forward the “plan for supplement the battle field corps” and the “Headquarters of Joint Chiefs of Staff” of south Korea is putting spurs to the establishment of the “Headquarter for the development of war potential” for the “Strengthening of the Joint” of the south Korean army following the model of U.S. army. 

The south Korean military authorities has changed its war doctrine from the “restraint” to the “preemptive attack” and established the “war operation plan” for the “surprise pre-emptive attack to the north nuclear facility” in accordance with the war doctrine.

Last year in November, the military authorities of south Korea has changed the “National Defence Reform 2020” to the aggressive “Main Plan of National Defence Reform” and increased its military expense about 12.2% compare to the last year.

At the same time, the special war headquarter of south Korean army has amended the “OPLAN 5027-04” to the independent war plan for the “Accuracy attack of Navy and Air-forces”.

· Lee Myung Bak group is also aggravating the tensions of the Korean Peninsula and creating the constant war danger by reinforcing the pre-emptive military equipments and oftenly staging the military exercises with the foreign forces.  

Lee Myung Bak, during his visit to the U.S. in the last year, has raised its purchasing level of the U.S. weapons to the level of European countries and dragging in the south Korea lots of war weapons from the U.S. such as “F-15” fighter-bombers, precision attack long-range missiles, early-alarming planes, pilotless aircrafts and etc.

Last year in May, Lee group has additionally purchased the 21 of “F-15K” fighter-bombers from the U.S. and is planning to buy 60 of the 5th generation Stells fighters from the U.S. until 2014. 

It also is planning to purchase the 125 of modern intermediate range air-to-air missiles and 35 of air-to-land missiles from the U.S.

The south Korean military authorities is going to purchase 36 of used “Apache” helicopters from the U.S. for organizing the 2 helicopter battalion within this year. It also announced in Feb. 4 of this year that it will organize the “Combined Air Command” with the U.S. army in south Korea.

The south Korean army, from the beginning of the last year, has staged the pre-emptive war exercises with the U.S. army such as “Key Resolve”, “Eagle” and “Ulji-Freedom Guardian”. It also committed the “Joint Firing Demonstration” exercise in September and “HoKuk” joint military exercise with the U.S. Marine Corps in November the last year. 

This year, the war exercises against the north Korea have been witnessed continuously so far; the south Korean army regions No. 1,2,3,5,6, with the large strong and war hardware were input in Inchon, Paju, Puchon of south Korea as its operation theater for the war strategy “5027-04” with the purpose of military completion of its battle action drill and of examination of feasibility of joint operation either in the sense of phase or step from Jan 7 to 24.

The south Korean navy staged joint attack military exercise mobilizing missiles, 155mm howitzers and war-ships which are deployed in Paek Ryong and Yon Pyong islets from Jan 5 to 9. 

Furthermore, it took the water area of Yon Pyong islet as its operation place for the war exercises such as emergent deployment of mobilization, battle formation and firing attacks in Jan 14 and reinforced the two battleships into this area in Jan 20. 

The 51st infantry division of south Korean army staged the “winter exercise” for the local war provocation from the 19th of January and the 53rd division of south Korea army advocated the “system of the advanced homeland defensive operation plan against the security threat”.

The “Key Resolve” and “Eagle” joint military exercises that were held from March 9 to 20 were the extremely dangerous nuclear war exercises based on the pre-emptive attack. 

The joint military exercises which more than doubled the period of the exercises as compared with the last year will reportedly involve more thatn 26,000 U.S. imperialist aggression troops present in south Korea and overseas and hundreds of thousands of troops including the army corps, fleet command and units as big as flying corps of the puppet army of south Korea, super-large nuclear-powered carrier George Washington and Stennis task force of the U.S. imperialist aggressor navy made up of four Aegis cruisers, seven destroyers and nuclear-powered subs.

During these periods, the U.S. army in south Korea and the south Korean army whipped up war hysterics by staging the several military exercises such as target practice with live shells near by the military demarcation line. 

These joint military exercises which were mobilized a lot of troops and military equipments have deteriorated further the north-south relationship and have driven the military confrontation into the worst crisis.

Because of the Lee regimes’, wildcat war provocation to invade the north, the Korean Peninsula is strained to the breaking point of the nuclear war in anytime and the destiny of the Korean nation is seriously being threatened. 

The war provocation is incompatible with the dialogue.

The Korean Committee for Solidarity with the World People is firmly convinced that the world progressive people and organizations who aspire the peace and security of the Korean Peninsula and the world, will denounce the new war provocation acts of the U.S. and the south Korean authorities and express their strong support and solidarity with the Korean People in their struggle for peace and reunification of Korea.

   With Best regards,
By email from Pyongyang 21 April 2009

